CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL SB-577
WHAT IT MEANSFOR PATIENTS

Cdlifornia Senate Bill SB-577, which was signed by the governor in September 2002, has
profound implications for the practice of aternative forms of health carein California. SB-577
enables alternative and complementary health care practitioners to provide and advertise their
services legally. However, they must aso comply with certain requirements specified within the
bill.

What does Senate Bill SB-577 mean for you, the patient?

SB-577 givesyou accessto alternative and complementary health care practitioners. You
must be given information about the nature of treatment and the practitioner’ s qualifications.
Feel freeto ask a practitioner any gquestion you might have about your treatment. Check to seeif
your practitioner has been certified by a professional membership society. In addition, tell your
doctor about any alternative treatment you are pursuing. Y ou can also request that your licensed
and unlicensed health care providers communicate with each other and work collaboratively to
meet your health care needs.

SB-577 helpsto protect you. SB-577 requires unlicensed alternative health care practitionersto
follow certain guidelines and restrictions.

Here are the things that unlicensed alternative practitioners are NOT allowed to do:

» Perform any form of surgery or any procedure that punctures your skin or harmfully
invades your body.

» UseX-ray radiation.

» Prescribe prescription drugs, or recommending that you discontinue drugs that were
prescribed by alicensed physician.

o Set fractures.

» Treat wounds with electrotherapy.

» Put you at risk of great bodily harm, serious physical or mental illness, or death.

* Imply in any way that they are licensed physicians.

In addition, an unlicensed alternative practitioner MUST DO the following things:

* Provide you with a statement, written in plain language that includes the following
information: (1) that they are not alicensed physician and that their services are not
licensed by the state; (2) a brief and clear description of the kind of services they
provide and the reasoning behind it; and (3) a description of their education, training,
and experience.

* Ask you to sign an acknowledgement that you received the above written statement,
and provide you with acopy of it. They must also keep a copy of your signed
acknowledgement for three years.
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